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The Magic Spanish Word:
I|HAYI|

There is - There are - ;Hay...? — All in one word!

B® 1. What does "HAY" mean?

In English, we juggle "there is" and "there are.” In Spanish, you get one beautiful shortcut:

HAY (pronounced like the English word "eye")

- It translates to both "there is™ and "there are".

+ We use hay when talking or asking about the existence of something or someone.

- The Best Rule: In the present tense, hay NEVER changes! One thing or one hundred — it is
always just hay.

2. How to Build Sentences with "HAY"

The basic structure is: Hay + [thing or things]

& Grammar Gold: We typically use hay with indefinite articles (un, una, unos, unas),
numbers (dos, tres...), or quantity words (mucho, poco).

I, Common Pitfall: NEVER use hay with a definite article (el, la, los, las). "Hay el libro"
X is a common mistake. Hay is for general existence only!

Examples:

(= cparol [ Engien
Hay un perro en el parque. There is a dog in the park.
Hay tres gatos en mi jardin. There are three cats in my garden.
No hay leche. There is no milk.
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Hay unos bares en la plaza. There are some bars in the square.

3. Asking Questions: Is there...? / Are there...?

Turning a statement into a question is incredibly easy. You don't need to change the word order! Just
add question marks (¢, ?) and raise your intonation.

[ e L g

Hay un hotel aqui cerca. There is a hotel nearby.

¢Hay un hotel aqui cerca? Is there a hotel nearby?

You can also combine it with question words:

T T

¢, Qué hay en tu bolso? What's in your bag?

¢ Cuantos estudiantes hay en la clase? How many students are there in the class?

. LET'S PRACTICE! (A practicar!)

# Exercise A: Description — What is there?

Look around your house and complete the sentences with hay (there is/are) or no hay
(there isn't/aren't) to describe what exists.

1. En mi cuarto (room), una television.

2. En el refrigerador (fridge), mucha leche.

3. Eneljardin, flores bonitas.
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4. En mi sopa, un raton (mouse). jQué asco (gross)!

Exercise B: Question Formation

Turn the following statements into questions to ask for information. (Tip: It's easier than you ‘
think!)

1. Hay un banco cerca de aqui.

2. Hay aire acondicionado en la habitacién.

Now let's ask "How many" or "What":

3. (How many) coches en la calle?

4. (What) en la mesa?

abc Exercise C: Translation Time!

Translate the following sentences from English to Spanish using hay.

1. There is a pharmacy in my neighborhood (mi barrio).

2. There are three options.

3. Is there any bread (pan)?
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4. There is no problem.

!

%/ Bonus: Common Mistakes to Avoid

X Wrong

Hay el libro en la mesa.

Hay tres el libro.

Es un banco cerca.

Estan unos gatos en mi
Jardin.

Correct

Hay un libro en la mesa.

Hay tres libros.

Hay un banco cerca.

Hay unos gatos en mi
jardin.

¥ Answer Key (Respuestas)

¢ Why?

HAY is never used with definite
articles (el, la, los, las). Use
indefinite articles instead.

When using a number, no article is
needed — just HAY + number +
noun.

Use HAY (not ser/estar) to express
existence: "there is / there are."

HAY replaces "there are" — no
need for estar for simple
existence.

Exercise A: Answers will vary — use hay or no hay based on your own home. Both are correct!

¢ Hay aire acondicionado en la habitacién?

Exercise B:
1 ¢ Hay un banco cerca de aqui?
2
3  ¢Cuantos coches hay en la calle?
4  ;Qué hay en la mesa?

Exercise C:

1 Hay una farmacia en mi barrio.
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2 | Hay tres opciones.
3  ¢Haypan?
4 | No hay problema.
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